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Football and the Pre-Flight School: Cooperative 
Spirit is Best Attained through Competition 
According to Lieutenant Commander Frank Wickhorst, Officer in Charge of the Naval 
Aviation Training Program, “Football gives the people the same thing that war does only 
without guns and bayonets, and we can’t do without it.  We of the Navy believe that 
competitive spirit is best attained through competition, and co-operative teamwork in 
sports adds materially to vital teamwork necessary in all phases of the war effort.” 
 
At Del Monte Pre-Flight School in Monterey, CA, LT William F. Kern (former All-
American tackle, Green Bay Packer, and coach at several universities) assembled a 
winning combination of young aviators who demonstrated successful teamwork.  
Closing their 1943 season with a 47-8 victory over the University of California at 
Berkeley, the Navyators were ranked eighth best team in the nation, having won seven 
of eight starts (scoring 252 points compared to 65 for their opponents).  Del Monte Pre-
Flight School was decommissioned shortly thereafter in January 1944. 
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